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my REMEMBRANCER: 


A true Accompt of every particular Weeks 
al CHRISTNINGS and MORTALITY 


In all the. Years of 


LRESTILENCE 


Within the Cognizance of the 
Ba 246. Ob NO RT AGL PTY: 
Being X VILE. Years. 


Taken out of the Regifter of the Company 
~~ of PanisH CLeRxsS of London, &c. 
TOGETHER WITH 
Several Obfervations on the faid Yeats, and fome of 
their Precedent and Sub{fequent Years. 
Publified for General fatisfaction, and for prevention of falfe Papers, 


By Joun Bey Clerk to the faid Company 
: LONIDOR: 
Printed and are tobe fold by £, Cotes living in Alderfeate-firect, 
Printer roche Company of Parifh Clerks, 1665. 


t 
‘ 
H 
e 
re fe 


ae © Ode o , 
= 
we 


aR PES GSB R LPS Bas 


UR: SRD 
PEFAPORSSPIFEREDIESPE RESIDE SO EPEERESSERELER SIO DS 


ier he Right Hononbld | sce Seach 
Sir JOHN LAWRENCE & 
Lord Major of the City of 
ALONDON. 


SS Ince. it}hath pleafed Almighty ‘God, fo to order 

€eé it, that this prefent Vifitation fhould happen 

XY under your Lordfhips Government of this 

y great and populous City of London, I have 

6oe—. taken the-boldnels to Dedicate this Treatife to 
~~~ your Lordfhip, asa Perfon to whofe Care and 
Piety it feems but a fair refpect and duty. It-is, my Lord, a 
fhort'Extraé&, and juft Accomptof every Weeks Chrifinings and 
Burials in all the Yeats of PestrL ence within the cogni- 
zance of the Bills of Mortality, being faithfully drawn from the 
Regifters kept in the Common Hall of the Company of Parifh 
Clerks Which |! hope will redound firft to your L ordfhips 
fatisfaction, and alfo all the Curious that defire to know the 
_ certainty and number of ll thofe that died when Gods hand 
Was upon us, by themoft deplorable Pestitence. By which the 
World will have the means and benefit of correéting the Errours 
Pye. of 
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w9 iad ers swhich have been lately Publifhed by many 
of divers Pape inconfiderate “Writers. upon oe Subject. + 
ade this humble: tender of my felf and my wea 
eee your Honours exceptance , I fhall be no farther 


‘troublefome , but with: my Prayers for your Lordfhips wel- 


fare; and the protection of this famous City, | moft dutifully 
fubfcribe my felf: | | | 


Your Edonours 


humbly devoted Servant 


JouNn BELL, 
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Courteous Redder , 


sy Aving obferved with fome trouble, the many and grofs 
miftakes. which have been impofed upon the World, ‘by 
divers Jgnorant Scriblers about the weekly Accompts of 
© former Vifitations , 1 thought it fome part of my duty tor 
rectifie thofe Errours, out of the undeniable Records of 
thofe times; and I have accordingly drawz from the: 
SUES Regilfer ofthe Company of Parifh Clerks an exact Com. 
| putation fince the year 1592. to this prefest year , to. 
| fatisfie their curiofity that defire to be better informed, and to prevent the 
| inconvenience of falfe Papers for the future. There have been feveral 
Pamphlets Printed upon this Argument, which have been all faulty more or 
; ‘ Iefs, and would not be worth the while to Defcant upon; but there is one 
 amongft the reft, which I cannot let pafs without a mark, in regard that ie 
bears the face of a Sober Difcourfe, andis Intituled, Reflections on the Bills 
of Mortality» In this Pamphlet the Reader will find a greater number {er 
down in fome years to die of the Plagne, than the Clerks Regifter took notice 
of to die in all, 1 therefore have put this mall Treatife to view for publick 
Satisfaction , and prevention of falfe Papers 5. which is the only intention of 


Joun Bert, 
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PDSCIHSITH ITSGISSTISSSSISSSLTS. 
_ Some. Objections againft the } 
BILLS of MORTALITY. 

: Anfwered : 


Asalfoa view of the Original and continued’ Bills of Mortality. 
Shewing by what afcents and fteps they came to their prefent perfection, 


Together with an Accompt of 18. Years PestTivene x, 


Sg Ince Ihave undertaken to fay fomewhat of the Bids of Mortality, I-chink 
> i¢neceflary to give an anfwer to thofe fo generally reported Objections 
Sy again{t it: 


Obj. 1. That the Bio Mortality is little worth, by reafon the: Serr- 
chers are generally old and fimple women, and are not able to judge of, 
and diftinguifh. becween Difeafes, and therefore cannot make'a true Report to the Pz- 


rifh Cle ks 


- Oj. 2. Admit the Searchers were difcreet and knowing perfons, yet the Parifh 
Clerks negleé their duty, and donot at all return them; or not according tothe Repore 


i peey, 
oOrtme Searchers. 


i 


Tothefe I anfwer,that the Bil of Afortality is of very great ufe and neceffiry, and there- 
fore not to be flighted, fince it fo much conduceth tothe Health of the City, and Prefer- 
vation of the ‘Members thereof, in chat it siveth a seneral’ notice of the Plague, and a 
particular Accompr of the places which are therewith infefted » tothe end fuch places 
may be fhunned and avoided. 

True and undeniable itis, That the Searchers. are generally ancient women, and] 
thiok are therefore molt fe for that-Office: Butfurel am they are chofen by fome of 
the eminentelt men of the Parifh to which they ftand related ; and if any of their 
Choofers fhould fpeak againtt their abilities , they would much difparage their own 
jadgments. And afterfuch Choice they are examined touching their fuficiency » and 
fwornto that Office by the Dean of the Archesyor fome Jutticés of the Peace, asthe canfe 
fhall require. 


As forthe Clerks Returns, 1 dare affirm they never were more punétual in the Dif- 
enargé of thistheir Duty then‘at this day. And trbly boch they and the Searchers have 


a@ great deal of reafon co be very careful of what they make Report, they hore ie 
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bound by their Oaths for the performance thereof; The Searchers to View and fearch 
che bodies ofall perfons Deceafing within their Parifh ; andto givea true Accompt to 
the Clerk of what Difeafesthe Parties Die. Andthe Clerk to returna juft accompt (ac- 


cording co the Report of the Searchers) to the Common Hall ofthe Company of Parifh 


Clerks » for-the true making up. of the Weekly.Bill of Mortality, -AndI prefume there 
cannot bea {triéter Obligation then a facred Oarthto bind any perfon. 

But to proceed, my purpofe isto give you a juftand brief Accompt of all the Week- 
ly Chrift nings and Mortality in all the Years of Pe/filence fince the beginning of the Bids 
of Mortality, accounting fach for Plagse Years, wherein the number of that Difeafe 
amounted to One Thoufand or thereabouts : Together with fome Obfervations -on the 
Bills for the faid Years, andtheir precedent and fubfequent Years. 

I fhall begin'with the year 1593. being the firft year in which any Accompt of 
the Chirftuings and Burials waskept. I cannot find any Record of more antiqu ty then 
that of this Year inthe Company of Pari/h Clerks Hall ; norcan I give you a particular 
Accompt of the Chri/tnings and Burials therein, But the Generalor whole Years Ac- 


compt I find Recorded in thefe Words, viz. 


A Brief Report of all the Chriftnings and Burials within the City of London 
‘and the Liberties thereof , for one whole Year paft; (that isto fay) from... 
Thur {day at Noon the xxj of December, Anno 1592. unto the xx day of 7°44 
December being Thurfday at Naon, Anno 1§93. hath been buried in all 


Whereof hath died of the Plague 


ee SE 


Chriftned this whole Year, ee el ed rts 
Parifies Clear of the Plagst————— Mia hes Oa be 


I thall. now proceed to treat of the fubfequent Year 1594. In which Year I find hot 
only the General or whole Years Accompt, but alfo.the Particular or Weekly Accomp’, 
“both of Chriftnings and Burials to be on Record. I fhall not give you an Accompt of 
the Particulars 10 this Year ; It (according to my Accompt ) not coming within the 
compafs of a Plague Year. 
Burl fhall nore unto you, That the Bil of (Mortality now in its Infancie, confifted 
but of 109 Parifbes; which Parifhes then were only Alphabetically fer down, without 


making any diftinétion of the Out-Paribes from thofe within the Walls: whereas now- 
it comprehends 130. and diftinguifhes the Parifhes by the four Divifions of the 97. 16. 
12, and §. ‘Parifhes, as by the prefent Bills may appear. I fhakl next name unto you the 


Parifbesthen wanting. 


Inthe now 97 Parilves within the Walls, wanted the Pari{h of St. Fames at Dakes- place. 
Inthe now 16 Parifbes, being part within the Liberties and pare without, wanted St. Bar- 
sholomsew the Great, Bridewell Precinil, and Trinity in the Minories. Which. four Parifhes, 
I conceive, being all Precinéts, came not into the Bil. The now 12 and 5 Parifbes 
were then quite exempt. I fall now fhew by wharafcents and steps the Bids came to 


what they now are. 
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In the Year 1604 were added tothe 109 Parithes, thefe here-under named x Toth: 
then 13 Parifhes che 3 Parishes faid to be wanting of the 16 Parifhes, and thefe 8. vis, 


Se: Clement Danes St. Leonard in Shoreditch 
St.Giles in the Fields Sts ALary in Whitechappel 

Sc. Fares at Clarkenwel _)St. Adartin in the Fields ; and 
Sc. Katherine Tower St. Mrgdalen’Bermeond fey. 


Inthe Year 1606 was added to thefe 8, Se. ¢ALary at the Savoy: andin the Year 1647 
to them likewife was added St. Paulin Covent Garden, making their number thé tb Ows- 
parifbes.: “In the Year 1626, .the Parifh or Precingt of St. Famies at Dukes-place was-added 
tothethen 96 now 97 Parithes wichinthe Walls: AN which Parithes ever fince their 
feweral additions, and the.other ever fince the Year '1604, broughr to the Company 
of Purifh Clerks Hall, not only the number: of al] the Chrifiningsand Burials, but alfo an 
accompt of all che Difeafes and Ca/ealties, alchough ao fuch accompt was publifhed to 
the World until the. Year 1629... In this Year‘alfo was added the Cty of Wefiminfter, 
which brought in only che number of the Chriffnings, Burials, and Plagaey without ca 
king notice of, or fpecifying any other the Difeafes or Cafwalties. And inthe Yer 
1636,the Parithes of Hackney, J/lington, Lam-beth, Newington, Rothorith, and S Lepncyy 
likewife brought in their Reports ofthe Chriftnings, Burials, and Plague, inlike man- 
ner and form asthe City of Weftminffer before is {aid to do. 


Inthe Year 1660 the Bills.were new modelled, and thé accompt of all thé Difeafes 
and Cafwalties in the whole 130 Parifhes, was broughtin, and the 12 Parifhes lying in 
CMiddlefex and Surrey, were madea Divifion inthe fore-fide Bill by themfelves , and 
the 5 Parifhes within the City and Liberties of Weftmsinfter were made a Divilion by 


themfelves ; whereas before they were intermixed with each other. 


In the Year 1665 the Totalls of the Chriftnings were dittinaly fee down in the fore- 
fide Bill under each of the 4 Divifions ofthe. 97. 16. 12, and 5. Parithés refpectivély. 


_« Thus have I given you a Brief accompt of the Additions of the feveral Parifhes to the 

Weekly Bills; It now remains that] fhould thew youthe feveral fhapes or forms in which 
the Bills of «Mortality have fince their Original been prefented to the World. And 
likewife tor what reafon the accompt. of Burials were kepe.. I think I need’not trouble 
my felf herein, fince that worthy and ingenious Gentleman, Captain Fohn Graunt, in his 
Book of... Natural and Political Obfervations on the Bills of Mortality, hath already fo well 
defcribed them: Wherein alfo he fhews thatthe Bills of Mortality had their beginning 
in the Year 15932 it as avery. Peftilential. Year : and that che occafion of keeping 
theaccompt of Burialsarofe firtt from the Plague in that Year. 


I fhall now return to {peak ofthe Year 1603, And fhall firft obferve unto you, thae 
moft of the Pamphlets and Papers yer extant concerning the Bills of ~Afortality, make 
mention of this Year for avery great Plague Year. But their Writers are either very 
ignorant, and fet down their accompts at random, or elfehave.lofta year ; for they all 
make their Papers bear. date «March 17..1603.-and. concludethat from thence to D-= 


cember following, which muft neceflarily be inthe Year 1604. there died of all Dif 
“5B ales 
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eafes 37294. whereof of the Plagme 3056. I fhall now make the falfirtes of their Pa- 
pers appear, by giving you the General, or whole Years accompt for that Year, as I find 
t+ Recorded inthe form following ; which will fomewhat antidare their Papers, and 
yetnot amount co the 33,part ofthe number they accompt the Plaguetobé therien — 


Anno 1603. Anno 1604: 


‘abe whole Fears Collection of all he Burials aud Chriftnings, as well within-the 


Gity of London and the Liberties thereof, as in the eight Out-Parifhes ad- 
joyning 16 she City, and ont of the Freedom: together with all at the Peft- 
houfe belonging to London, from’ Thur[day the 21° of ‘December, Athno- 
Dom. 1603. 10 Thurfday the 20 of December 1604. ascording to the Re- 
port made tothe Kings moft excellent Majcfty by the Company of Parish Clerks 
as followeth: ; , 


Buried this ¥ear in the fourfcore and 16 Parithes of London within the Walls — 1798 
Whereofof the Plague renee! Eee aS 280 


Buried this Year in the 16 Parithes of London within the Liberties and without 7 S46 
che Walls vs al eee. pier: 45, 


Whereof of the Plague—— Uae bo Bee 
The whole furnm of all che Burials in Zondon and the Liberties thereof this year is- 4263 


Whereof of che Plague- Abe Sit oe 648 


Buried this. Year inthe eight Out-Parifhes, and the ‘Peft-houfe-adjoyning be 6 
London, and out of che Freedom 95 


Whereofofthe Plague rit ee 248 
The Total of all che Burials in all che places aforefaid 15 ———— ——_—— pe reeeeerer 5259 
Warr OO FOr, NGI aa ME | Ha cens ee Se aT Te a oe 
Chriftned in all'the aforefaid Places.this Y €ar---——— : See 


Parifhes that have been clear this Year---——--——24 
Purifhes that have been infeéted this Year ~ 496 


rhadfikewife given you the particulars for this Year, bue that according to my 
accompt it comes.not Wichia the compafs ofa Plague Tears. 
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I deny nor, bue that there might be, and I believe was, a Very grievous Peftilence 
which raged here in fome part of the Year 1603. and that which confirms me molt in 
this belief, isa'Sermon preached by Bifhop Andrews before King James at Chefwick: the 
20 day of Auguf? 1603. being faid to be preached in the time of Peftilence: Bue I deny, 
and havealready made it appear, that itcontiaued not till Adarch 1603. miich le& be. 


gan then. 


Having now given you an_accompt of the Errours of others Papers, by putting them 
in Competition with the Company of Parifh (lerks Regitter, you may ask me, Why 
then I dohot give you a betrer account of that Peftilential Yeare eu 

T anfwer, That in that Year the Parifo-Clerks gaye hot inany accompt thetéof; and 
alchough I chink it not impofiible, ‘yet it is vey improbable, that any particular man 
fhould give a juft accémpt thereof, 

Forthe Bibs of ‘Mortality took their Original “et Decewb. 1592; being part of the 
~-year in whichirapedetie Great Plague, and continned until? 18 Decemb; 1 595° In which 
Year (che Plagne ceafing) they were'difcontinued and laid afideas uelets antil the 21, 
ar of December, Annd,1603; at whichtime they were again'refumed and continued unto 
this Day. 


Captain Grasnt obferves likewife, that the Bills. were not. refumed.till after the Greap 
Plague 1603. ; PPD. ott ; 


I Now proceed to give you a particular accomptof.18 Years oF Peftilencey and fhall 
firft begin-with: the Year\1605 part, and 1606. being ‘the firt Year whieh Pind the 
Particular or Weekly accompt of the Pizgweto amotint to above 1000) in ouri Books, 
as in the Table following. | 


The 18 Yearsof Peftilencé, of which I sive you a Weekly accompt, are thefe here- 
under written; ~ . ath . eee 


inno 


= Pere —~ 
1605) (16061 11639) 1640 
1640 164° | 
164.1 1642 ¥ 
16421 & | 1643 
< 3} 1643 S49 IS f 
| 1624 1644] & | 1645}, 
1629 1645 1646 
1 1635 | | 1646 1647 
A1636) | iL T6643' LI665)) 
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Infiruttions for the better underflanding of the 
| following TABLES, | 


He 1 Column intimates to you the number of the Weeks, as the.15 2. 
ot 3-. Week of the Year, beginning alwayes in December. ; 


“The 2. the feveral Dayes of the Moneth in which each Week expired, 


The 3. the Totalls of the Chriftaings in each of the faid Weeks. 
The 4. the Totalls of the Burials, 
"Fhe 5. the. Totallsof the Plague. 


“And the 6. the Number of the Parithes infeéted. 


I might alfo have added another Column tofhew the Weekly Increafe ‘or 
Decreafe of the Barials, bur that is eafily known by the number in’ the pre- 
cedent: Week, therefore chink it ‘needlefs. > HOB Viaioe FAO" 384) . 
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I fhall here alfo Note unto you, that what Obfervations I fhall make in this. 


(malt Treatife fhall follow the Fables for the 18 Years, - 


As Tw 1 5) of the Fant dara os and 
Mortality, forthe yeat 1605, and 1606. 
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Mortality for the Year 1609, andi610,. * | Mortality, forthe Year'1624, and 162¢, 
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BILLS of MORTALITY 
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And on fome of their Precedent and Subjequent Years. 


Gx ie Aving now finifhed the Tables; for.the.18 Years, and given you a 
: Ss ) juft and faithful accompt of all the Chriffuings and Barials ineve- 
@) GCI ry particular Week, I thalhmakefome few fhort Obfervations on 
— SESH the Weekly and General Bills therein, andonfuch other years, on 

“id they. have dependeney 5. I mean fome oftheir precedent and fubfequent 
| S€arS oh. fa: Mosd3 ml berb) > 2.6 peni? a3 444 ; : 
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- Thatthe Weekly and General Bills in the yeat 1593.. did. bear date from 
Tharfday to Thwrfday, as'by the Central Bill for that; year (which, | have here- 
in béfore inferted, may.appear,)' and ghatthey continued that courfe. until the 
year 1629. In which year, :and-ever finee, ; they bane date, from Zuefday, to 
Tuefday But. both:then and .now,,| the: Weekly, ColleGions or acconapts of 
Chrifinings and Burials; began the Bill in December, and the whole years ac- 
_ Compr:; or Generai Bill; coriduded.the-year in the fame Moneth following ; 
_ Whereas all the Papers that make mention of the Great .P/agmes in the years 
* $592. 1593, 1603. and 1625. bear date the 17 of March in all the {aid years, 
“and accompt from thence; {till making that day Epidemsical,as well as che Year 
eis But! thinkit very ftrange,nor do I believe that the 17 of Marshin 
all the faid yearsdid: fall out to be.on a Thar{day : burl conceive, that what is 


| contained in them, was gleaned from fome falf¢ {cattered Papers, printed in 
D {ome 
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i eS 


| obfervations on the Bills of Mortality. ei 
{ome of chofe years, and I prefume it will not be ftrange to {uch who fhall , 
liveto fee another year OF Péjilences tofee the fame poylon extracted from: : 


the many falfe Papers printed inthis yeate ¢ os 
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“That inall the years of Peftilence Lever read of, there died ofthat Diftem- 
per both Malesand'Bengales, except in thePlague an the time of King Devid, 
andinthat of Senacheribs Camp 5 10 both which ther€ diéd nohe burMen, . 
as I fhall fhew you hereafter. siti nO | ) Int 
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That in allthe years of Contagtog or Plagues, the numbers of other Difeafes fe 
| ate? 


encreafed much, notwithftanding many of them turned to the Plague. 
For although the Plaguebe a great Receptacle for other Difeafes, yet the tf 
contagion ofthe Air introduceth many'more chan the Plaguereceiveth, And 
Captain Graunt obferves, That a difpofition in the Air towards the Plague, Mn 
wind worm enivA Gee ioe Natl One 
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That in the year'1624. | there’ died ‘in all 5 4265; whereof of the Plague’ | 4 i 
35417. of which number of the Plague 2045 5. died in the Moneth of Asgufs |. A, 
1 am of opinion that this year was not only the greateft year of Peftilence, but ate 
alfo the moft fickly year that ever‘the ‘Bill of Mortality took notice of. And | Godis 
I think I need give you no other reafon therefore, than what Ihavealreacy gi- | (vi 
ven in ny 3. Obfervatien. This gredt:Mortalizy. and Peftilence continued On- | 
Iv this year, whereasir is feldor hown, ‘buethar other, either: precedent‘of | Mt 
fabfequent, accompany "years of Pefileace' with the dike Contagion 5 whichi. | 501 
fo this hapned ‘nothing £0: For in°2634- its precedent, there died -but 11, P they be, 
which number'of the Plague ‘for one’ whole year isnomore than there have Bat 
ufually died of that Diftemper in healthful years, Nor. was the fubfequent | a i 
year 1626. fo’ Peftilential’as to be-rermicd a Plague year, there dying ‘but. | Ver 

134.0f the Plague therein, ” ladon 2. 9h os in ecoeslee gy Memb, 
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0b ervations.unthe Bills.of Mortality, 


i dapiabnich: 4 ORT Sa aes ps 
2 That the gecavelt number of the'Plasue in the yeat 1636, hapned:to be in 
September isand fo fikewilein moft ofthe 18 yeats ban thé precedent year 
to this, there died none of the Plague, although both ir, and the fubfequene 
year were Plague years, 

Face Obferv. 6, ies 

il In the year 9669 'part; and 166 5.” the Plague \bebaftiwitlehie fir: Weeks 
‘Billfor the yearsin December, at St: Cio th the'fields}When ‘as but one had 
“died of the Plabue in 2\oweeks before, “and but ia ‘the whole year‘: .ir cn- 
ereafed ‘dot uneil the 4 day of May. From-which tithe it continued and increa= 
‘fed; fo chat itiixé Weeks it'run'up Kor) to 6162 di’bhe weeks which number 
vof the Plage much exceeded the total udimber ofiany One week in any. year of 
Peftilence whatfoever, which'l ever read €6 have happéried within this City. 


“0 ‘Fcome tiext to fkew yowthe Caulé of the ‘coming of the Plague; which’ 


thal briefly do ithe words of our fartious Englifh'Oratour; Bifhop Andrews, 


| The Plagne (hich hé > ig cauiled by Gody wath againgt Sin : 
There. is wrath gone out from the Lord, andthe Plague is begun (faith 
Mofes) Numb.16. 46. Saitis laid; God. was difpleafed with Dayid, 


vand he fmote I//ael with the Plague: \So.chatdtithere-bea Plague, 
“God's angry; and if thére beg great ‘Plastic God is very angry, 


exc. Ask the Phyfician the catife of it,and he will tell'you the caule 
isin the air ; the air is infeéted, the humours corrupted, the Corta- 


gion, of the. ifick;: coming sto.and.¢onverfing with the found, and 


| othey bealberue catifess yi si. ac 


bequest 


ying, 


But as we acknowledge “theft tU'be true’, That in’ all Difeafes, 


and ‘even in this allo thereis a natural caule, fo we fay there is 


fomewhat more, fomewhat Divineand above Nature; as fomee 


| what for the Phyfician; f0.fome work forche Prieft; and more-too 
| @eamay ‘be) for whofoever doth aot acknowledge the finger of 


ae: | 
| nor desply enopsh into thecaule thereof. 


God in this ficknefs, over andabove all caufes Natural, looketh ° 
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pbjeriailods On she Bills'of Monably, 

"That the Plague is a thing caufaland not cafual, may appear 
by the Latine word Plaga , which properly fignifieth a ftroke; 
which’ neceflarily: inferxeth: a caufe ; for.where there isa:ftroke , 
chere mutt’ be one that ftriketh. Thus much of: Bifhop 4- 
Sra eat ocd BOP Od HEU Ov. ay 19 i stot ae 


Now ifthere be acaufe we fhall do wellto confider what that caufe may: 
be. Inthe Plague. in.davons ume, the peoples Rebellion was the cafe. In 
thatin Phineas his time, Fornication was the caufe. In that in King Davids 
time, Pride was the caufe $. his heart waslifted'upto number the people. And 
snthat in Senacheribs Camp, his Blafphemy. by the mouth of his fervant Rab- 
foakeb was the caufes Thus .we-fee four Plagues and their Caufes s, Now I 

“fhall fay fomewhat: of their. caufers,,; The two firft of thefe were caufed’ by 
the people, the othes,two by Kings. | In. the two firft 1 obfervethat the Scri- 
pture makes mention only of the number of the people, without particularifing 
‘what they were that died, whether Men , Women, or Children,-or-all of 
chem.. \In the two latter it makes mention ofMen,only 3 ‘firfiin King, Damids 


rime of Threefcore and Ten Thoufand men; and in Senacheribs Camp of: 


One Hundred Fourfcore and Five Thoufandnten.: and 1 believe that in the 
two laft none but men-died, for King Davids fin. was numbring the.men,.the 


women were not numbred: And in Senacheribs Camp , the Scripture fayes.. | 


plainly, thar thofe that died were mighty menof valour; Léaders and.Captatns 
in the Camp_of the Kingook: Affyrias 2 Ch708.32 2%.) And believe :that few 
et no women followed: the Gamp,.fo far: Andialthough frequently in. Scr- 


pture where men are fpoken of ,.women, are included, yet .prefume that. in | 


both thefe they were whollyexempt.” 


From tiehee I obferve; that ‘all: the Plagues wherewith ivharspleal édGod 


to vifit this Nation, were drawn down upon it by the fins, of thei peepless and | 


not by any particular act or crime'of.any the Kings thereof ;. for, cannopfind, 4 
nor do'l believe, that any one hath read of a Plague. within this Nation which: 
) deel: sh4 awe ae eit} Sing ke ee ae eet , 


feared either Sex Of Age. 
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Néw to look homie’ to our felvese ’Let us. conhider for:which ofthefe: four 


‘ 4 . 4 > . 
causes, or whether forrallofthem, Godis pleafed to: affiGus with the prefent 
raging, Pefiilence, ; . RS She, 
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. \Obferaideions onthe Bills of Mortality: 4 

‘Lam of opinion that more particillarly this ‘Judgment is:laidOn us. for the firth 
of them; the i# of Rebelliox, which extended: much farther\than thar of the 
Ufraclites againtt Mefesand Aaron 3 for.they only murmured, they touched 
net the life of either of them, and yet-God plagued them for it. \Our-Rebelfjz 
on extended tothe height f Rebellion; evento. the taking away.the life of 
the beft of Kings, his late Majeftie of ever bleffed. Memory, whefe blood 
doubtlefs doth unceffantly cry to the Lord for. Vengeance. | 


For’ if the Lord punithed the fin of Saul a King fo feverely, for thedding 
the blood of the Gibeonites, who were his Vaffals and Slaves, Hewers of 
Wood, and Drawers of Water; that neither theives of himfelfand his three 
fons, who fell all in one Batrel, in onedays nor the three years of Famine in 
the Land, could appeafe. Gods wrath therefore, but that the blood of {even > 
more of Saw/s fons mutt do it. n 


May. not then this Nation juftly-expeét Gods greateft judgments to falfon 
the people of it, for fhedding the blood oftheir lawful Soveraign > For their 
fin herein was as much greater than-Sas/s, by how much a lawfal and good 
King (over three. fo fair, large, and populous Kingdoms). is greater than a 


- Waffal or Slave. 


oy ‘And BeeaRe Miicthiee of all finsis the dnote aikons in the fight of the Al= 
mighty, but efpecially. the Murthering of Kings and Nobles, therefore God 


punitheth ic with one. of. his fevereft-punithments, -I mean with the Plague : 
. for, Gad himfelfaecounted three dayes Pefilence. equal to three Months flying 
“before the Enemy, or. three years of Faminey- 0) 3 


. Some may Objeé, and {i ay, That itis a vain and ridiculous thing to imagine 
_ this prefent Plage to be inflicted upon; us fora thing folong pat, . 


Lanfwerin the-words -of the Pfalmift; Pfal.o:12. When God maketh ingui- 


fition for blood, he ramembreth them. NNhea God will make inquifition for 
blood, there is none, can tell 5, buc when he: doth, then he wall .not fail ro -re- 


‘member’them that fhed it.” ~ 


This Wren, hath notat any time fince the death of our late Martyred-Sove- 
raign, come fo near as now); and therefore I cannot chgofe but take particu- 
Jar notice of it, For God doth not alwayes make faquifition for blood fo 


oon as. st.is{pilt,, but many times'agreat,whilevafter.: as may appear. by the 
-Gibeonites; for:S aul, flew. them. in his life time,” in favour of the men of.t/ray/ 


and. 
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‘obfervations an the Bills.of Mortality; 
tah @ and yet God fent'a Famine: of three yearsin'the time of Kini 
she ated seh dehth s- for that a full farisfadion for their blood«was: a 
shea tnade by the blood of Sauls Family. And when David asked them, whae 
se fhould do for thent to make an‘atonement to theLotd: they (thoughflaves) 
asked neither filver; Hot gold, nor Liberty, but {evel of Saulsfons, whom they 
hanged to ceafe the Famine. teM osslad gum Aste fad sc} 


Thus much then for {upernarural caufes : I fhall now proceed to give you 
fome Caufes natural. a1 be Many BIO. 21 Aso 
The firft aud great Caufe natural, ts the infection of the Air, and the Rule 
and Raiening of the Plannets over mens bodies : from which ‘proceeds the 
Contagion of Converfe. And I conceive that the contagion ofthe Air doth 
arife from the unfeafonablenefs of the weather’; for the weather hath’been 


. very feldom, fince the beginning, of the, Plague, {utable to the feafon 


‘of the year, but the Air hath been clofe ‘and obnubulated ; “infomuch 
chat the Sun hath not hadthe full power to do’its Office ; which is, toexhale 
all Foggs aud malign Vapours, , ailing ftom rerrene bodies, which corrupe 
and intcét the Air.” Ais GEAR TRL OL ¢ avy oa 


The fecond is the inclination of mens bodies.to. receive and retain the fup- 


_‘preffions of the Air. Fmt ) 


And mens bodies are moft inclineable to it whet they ‘are difordered by 
smmoderate eating or drinking, by heats or colds, oc.’ Anditis thoughr’ by 
fome, that things eaten long fince may in fome meafure ‘be inttoduCory toit. 


For fome Phyfitians are of opinion, that the unwholfom meat (by reafon of 


the great Rot among Sheep) eaten by the Poor laft Year, may now caufe fo 
great a Malignity, as to prove contagious. poabaten uct MH keto Bee! 


Now the firft and great Antidote atid Prefervative againft the Plague, is 
hearty Repentance and fervent Prayer. For Prayer upon Repentance is ofall 


things moft powerful with Gods the'many and mighty effects whereof, the _ 


Holy Scripmures do abundantly declare. 


1 thall give one inftance of the excellency of it briefly, as [had it related to | 
‘imeby a worthy Gentleman, my very good Friend, as followeth. ~ 


2 Many years fince, it pleafed God'to affi&’ the Kingdom of Franceowith a 
‘Contagious {neezing, that might’ jultly be termed epidemical : for in’ thore 
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fear may eine pe, Ad x 

own Nation, together nesta it, by convening all the le vu 

Hingis fasid-all vo Call with the affiftance of fome fr earned Doors in his 

abate it. At length th geet all Philofophie Ph “ Neighbouring Na- 

plea(ed Goaite elie ney ell to their Devotions, and ca could by no means 

Ficm: even Grice rit a which hath procreated a S00 a ne fhort {pace ie 

their Hats aad pray od ok when any man fneezes, all th eremony amongft 
; vous afsifte, whichis, God help pe yom put off 

2 or efs yon, 


g then Regnant 
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the advice of fome] 
do thereafter ¢Jearned Phyfician, whether Galieni 
‘ Galienical or Chron} 
: ‘hymical, andto 
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